
H.M. Jackson High School 

Attendance Guidelines/ 
BECCA Law  



H.M. Jackson High School 
 

 Attendance Secretary – 
Vera Olson 
• (425) 385-7033 

 Non-English Translation Line 
 (425) 385-4011 

 EMAIL 
 JHSAttendance@everettsd.org 

 FAX  
 (425) 385-7077 

 Main Office 
 (425) 385-7000 
  



Definitions  
 Absences: Failure to attend class. Everett Public Schools views any 

absence as a time when a student is not in class after the first 5 minutes. 
 
 Excused Absence: Absences for which there is parent/guardian 

documentation excusing the absence(s).  Everett Public Schools expects 
that when a student is not in class either a staff member has excused the 
student or parents/guardians are aware and have given permission for one 
of the district-approved reasons. 

 
 Unexcused Absences: No parent/guardian or staff documentation 

verifying the absence or an absence not meeting district criteria of excused. 
 
 Truancy: A student out of class without an authorized pass during class 

time is considered truant. As a matter of safety during the school day, it is 
important that all students are supervised and accounted for. Truancy 
(skipping class) will result in disciplinary action. Forged notes/messages 
will result in discipline for truancy and/or altering of records. 
 

 Tardies:  Are a discipline and safety issue and will be dealt with as such. 
Students are expected to be in class ready to learn when the bell rings. 
Being 06 or more minutes late to class will be treated as an absence.  
When a student arrives late they are required to sign in with the teacher.  If 
the lateness is excused, it is the student’s responsibility to communicate 
this with the teacher with proper documentation. 



Reasons for Absences 
 
 Excusable Absences 

 Illness / Health – related issue 
 Family Emergency 
 Religious Observance 
 Court Appearance 
 Funeral 
 

 Pre-Arranged Absences 
 College visits 
 Family trips/vacations 
 Routine health care appointments 
 School-initiated activities 
 

 Unexcused Absences 
 Reasons not allowed by the school 
 Note not submitted within 2 school days 
 



Reporting an Absence 
 Absences need to be excused within 2 

school days of the student’s return. Notes 
may be turned in to the attendance office, 
emailed to JHSAttendance@everettsd.org 
or faxed to (425) 385-7077. Absences will 
be recorded as unexcused if appropriate 
documentation is not received.  

 Notes turned into the attendance office 
must include the following information:  
 Student Name 
 Student ID Number 
 Date(s) of Absence(s) 
• Reason for the Absence 
 Phone Number Where Note Can be Verified 
 Signature of Parent/Guardian 



Please Pull Out Your  
Grade & Attendance Reports 





What is keeping you from 
attending school? 

 Trouble getting up in the morning 
 Lack of interest 
 Hanging out with friends 
 Missing the bus 
 Feeling behind in classes 
 Personal & family problems 
 Bullying 
 Lack of motivation 
 Getting in trouble at school 
 Getting sick a lot 
 School is too early in the morning 
 Depression/Anxiety 
 Skipping school 
 Not feeling connected to a social circle at 

school 



Goals for the 2013/2014 school year to 
help you improve your attendance 

 Being on time to school 
 Going to sleep earlier 
 Meet new people 
 Join sports & clubs 
 Use an alarm clock 
 Make a daily schedule to do homework 
 Eat breakfast 
 Get a graduation plan together with my counselor 
 Hang out with friends who are motivated to go to 

school 
 Get involved with after school tutoring 
 Ask for help if I need it 
 Research schools & careers I might be interested 

in after I graduate 



What resources at JHS can you use 
to help improve your attendance? 

Study Club 
   



WAC Time Support— Student meets with the teacher 
before (7:00 a.m.-7:30 a.m.) or after (2:00p.m. — 2:30 
p.m.) school. This intervention would be pre-arranged 
with student by teacher. Students who generally have 
academic skills, but need help with a given concept 
would use this intervention 

Study Club— Student chooses to go to the library after 
school and work on their homework. Support is optional as 
per student's request. This intervention provides an 
environment for the student to work on homework and get 
help if they need it. 
Access- Open to all students 
Referral Process- Not required 
Length- Student determined 
Teacher Impact- No impact 
Time and location- Monday through Thursday in the library 

Other resources are listed on JHS Website 
http://everettsd.schoolwires.net/jacksonhs 

Counseling/Pyramid of Intervention 
Examples: 

http://everettsd.schoolwires.net/jacksonhs


BECCA Law - overview 

 Named after teenager, Rebecca 
Hedman 

 
 The 1995 Washington 

Legislature enacted a bill 
governing At-Risk Youth, 
runaways, truancy, and other 
issues affecting non-offender 
youth and their families 



BECCA Law - components 

 School must communicate 
unexcused absences to 
students and parent/guardians 

 
 7 or more unexcused absences 

in a month or 10 unexcused 
absences in a year 
 

 School is required to file petition 
with juvenile court 



Initial Hearing AKA  
Fact Finding Hearing 
 At Denney Juvenile Justice Center 
 
 Students no longer provided legal 

representation at this court hearing 
 

 Individual court hearings scheduled 
in front of the commissioner 
 

 Student and/or parent/guardian signs 
“Order to Abate Truancy” 



Denney Snohomish County Juvenile Court 
2801 10th Street 

Everett, WA. 98201 



Contempt Hearing 

 Students are assigned legal 
representation during all contempt 
hearings 

 
 Motion to Show Cause for Contempt 

is filed upon violation of the Order To 
Abate Truancy 
 

 Violation occurs upon future 
unexcused absences, skips, tardies, 
and/or suspensions 



Consequences – include but 
not limited to: 

 Community Service 
 Court Assigned Essays and 

Journal Packets 
 Detention Alternative Programs: 

 PASS 
 SWAP  
 JETS 

 Detention 
 



School Assistance 

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS 
  9TH Grade Amanda Irtz Summers   Assistant Principal 
 10th Grade Shaun Monaghan Assistant Principal 
 11th Grade Blythe Young Assistant Principal 
 12th Grade Dave Peters Principal 

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 
 

Counseling Office   425 385-7010 
 A – C  Leslie Tucker ltucker@everettsd.org
    425-385-7026 
 D - E  Annie Carmona  acarmona@everettsd.org
    425-385-7093 
 F - J   Connie Sperry csperry@everettsd.org
    425-385-7023 
 K - M  Sarah Williams swilliams@everettsd.org 
    425-385-7024 
 N - Sc  Paul Turner pturner@everettsd.org
    425-385-7027 
Se - Z  Birgitte McIntosh bmcintosh@everettsd.org 
    425-385-7025 
 

mailto:ltucker@everettsd.org


 
Monitor Student Attendance  

 

Learning Management System (LMS) 
 

http://lms.everettsd.org 
 
Use the login you 
received in the mail. 
 
If you have not received 
a letter, please make 
certain to email: 
http://lms.everettsd.org 
to request your login and 
password. 
 
You can change your 
initial password after 
your first time logging in 
through our Password 
Management  feature. 



 
 

Monitor Student Attendance  
 

Learning Management System (LMS) 
 

http://lms.everettsd.org 
 
 



Questions? 



Thank you. 
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